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Maine forest industry at a glance

Maine forest products exports
Industry rank among 

total state exports 2019 2020 % Change 2019- 20

1 Paper 320,824,484 231,085,706 -28%

5 Forestry Products (not elsewhere specified) 111,789,024 100,728,432 -9.9%

11 Wood Products 64,204,592 67,369,853 5%

Totals 496,818,100 399,183,991 -19.65

Source: Maine: International Trade Center, WISERTrade, State NAICS Database

2019 forestland acres and ownership Certified acres

Total acres forested 17.6 million Total Maine land: 88.8% 8.3 million acres statewide 
are certified as sustainably 
managed by independent 
auditors of the Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative, Forest 
Stewardship Council and 
American Tree Farm Sys-
tem -- about 50 percent of 

Maine’s working forest.

Privately owned acres 16.1 million 92% of forested land

State/local government 1.2  million 6.7% of forested land

U.S. Forest Service 55.488 0.3% of forested land

Other federal agencies 173,734 1.0% of forested land

Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory and Analysis Program, Mon Aug 30 20:36:30 GMT 2021. Forest Inventory EVALIDator 
web-application Version 1.8.0.01. St. Paul, MN: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern Research Station. [Available 
only online at http://apps.fs.usda.gov/Evalidator/evalidator.jsp]

Economic impact 2011 2014 2019 Employment* 2011 2014 2019

Total impact $8  billion $9.8 billion $8.1 billion Direct jobs 17,075 16,551 12,218

Total payroll $1.9 billion $2.1 billion $1.7 billion Total jobs 38,789 38,956 31,822

Total state and 
local taxes paid

$302.2 
million

$318.5 
million

$276  
million

Jobs associated 
with forest 
products

About 
1 out of 

20.5

About 
1 out of 

20.8

About 
1 out of 

25

  * Full-time and part-time. Source: Economic contribution of Maine’s forest products industry, 2011 research, Todd Gabe, University of 
Maine;  2014 research,  Mindy Crandall and James Anderson, UMaine; 2019 research, Megan Bailey, and Shledon Green, Margaret Chase 
Smith Policy Center. See Pages 7-13 for complete report on The 2019 Statewide Economic Contribution of Maine’s Forest Products Sector. 
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Where Maine’s wood goes
In 2019, Maine’s forest products industry consumed 14.2 million 

green ton equivalents, up from 13.3 million in 2018. 

Firewood and pellets 
to heat homes 2%

Sawlogs for lumber 35%

Biomass for electricity 18%

Pulpwood for 
paper, packaging 

and tissue 45%
Source: Maine Forest Service, August 2021
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“Maine has a land-use tradition 
that is unique in the nation. 
In Maine, landowners have 
traditionally allowed members 
of the public to use their 
property for a wide variety of 
recreational activities free of 
charge.”

– James M. Acheson, Professor of 
Anthropology, University of Maine, 

Maine Policy Review (2006)
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