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Good morning, Senator Ingwersen, Representative Pluecker and members of the 
Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. I’m Krysta West, the Deputy 
Director of the Maine Forest Products Council. The Maine Forest Products Council 
is an organization representing more than 300 members from all facets of the forest 
products industry. Members include paper mills, sawmills, loggers, truckers,  
foresters, panel manufacturers, biomass and pellet facilities and secondary  
manufacturers. We also have more than 8 million acres of dues paying members. I 
am here before you today to testify neither for nor against of LD 108, “An Act To 
Establish A Logger Relations Advocate Within The Maine Forest Service.” 
 
According to the Forest Service website, their mission is “To protect Maine's forest 
resources and homes from wildfire, respond to disasters and emergencies and to  
enhance the safe, sound, and responsible management of the forest for this and  
future generations.” To achieve that goal, it is critical for the service to be available 
equally to all sectors of the industry, including landowners, foresters, loggers,  
truckers and mills.  
 
Our members work with the department in their role as: regulators (e.g., enforce-
ment of the Forest Practices Act and Fire Regulations); resource data monitors (e.g, 
Forest Inventory Analysis), and importantly as educators of the public and  
professionals alike. For example, the MFS has focused on working with all the 
members of the supply chain of loggers, foresters, landowners and mill wood  
procurement personnel to support the use of best management practices in the  
protection of water quality and soil productivity.  
 
In our experience, we have found the MFS to be accessible, professional and  
responsive to multiple constituencies. That said, we are interested in understanding 
the intent of this bill. If the Department would find an additional staff person useful, 
then we are supportive, but we would like to see this staff person equally available 
for all sectors of the industry. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions the 
committee may have. 
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