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Senator Chipman, Representative Williams and members of the Committee 
Transportation, my name is Patrick Strauch and I am here on behalf of the Maine Forest 
Products Council in support of LD 652, “An Act to Allow the Reinstatement of Certain 
Commercial Driver’s Licenses.”  
 
The Council is supportive of Senator Jackson’s bill because nearly every aspect of our supply 
chain relies on CDL drivers, whether it’s to haul fiber from the forest to our mills, or from our 
mills to the next destinations. Truckers and haulers are a critical component of our industry, and 
the CDL driver shortage is having a growing impact on our industry’s ability to diversify and 
grow.  
 
Over the last five years, the Council has been actively involved with a project called 
FOR/Maine. FOR/Maine is a collaboration of industry partners, trade associations, government 
agencies at both the state and federal level and the University of Maine System. Together, we 
have worked to diversify and strengthen our industry by identifying investment opportunities 
and recruiting new businesses to our state, and by funding important research and studies.  
 
We continue to prioritize this work to build a resilient and healthy industry for the future, and to 
this point, we have been largely successful in our collaborative efforts. From February of 2021 
to November of 2022, private businesses announced investments totaling more than $1 billion 
dollars, and a recent study has shown that market timber volumes have recovered to levels 
higher than before the Pixelle digester explosion and global pandemic injected uncertainty into 
the market.  
 
This is a huge success, and it’s great news for Maine, however, our industry still faces 
significant challenges with workforce replacement and retention, especially in the 
trucking/hauling sector. Currently, our mills are screaming for inventory, but the shortage of 
loggers and haulers has created a bottleneck that needs to be addressed. LD 652 provides a 
potential solution to a problem that has only grown worse since the legalization of marijuana a 
few years ago. We feel that it is reasonable to allow for former CDL license holders to petition 
the Secretary of State for a review and reinstatement of that license for good cause shown.  
 
All Maine industries and consumers rely on a healthy trucking industry. LD 652 addresses a real 
problem with a commonsense solution. Please consider supporting it. 

 
Thank you.  
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