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MFPC Outreach – Legislative 
 Timber Talks
• January: Spruce Budworm EIS
• February: Economic Impact Report

 Innovation & Growth Caucus
• Lunch & Learn featuring: 

• CLT (LD 794)
• Biofuels (LD 2044)
• Log Hauling (LD 1313)

 MAME/MFPC Gubernatorial Forum
• Collaborative forum featuring 10 gubernatorial 

candidates
 Executive Committee Candidate Interviews
• Conducted interviews with all three gubernatorial 

candidates
 Maine Forest Legacy PAC Events

Separate from MFPC activities



MFPC Outreach - Tours (27)
 Kennebec Lumber Company – Legislative tour
 Renoster - field tour with Robert Libby and Sons
 Woodland Pulp – MDF tour
 ND Rumford - Legislative tour
 Sappi Somerset – Local leadership tour
 Maibec – MFPC staƯ tour
 UMaine AMC – MFPC tour
 PRL Enfield – WMTW interviews
 Irving Dixfield– Legislative tour
 Huhtamaki – Gubernatorial candidate tour
 Sappi Somerset – Legislative tour
 Irving Pulp & Paper – MFPC staƯ tour
 JDI Maritime Innovation Limited Lab – MFPC staƯ tour
 JDI Irving Juniper Nursery – MFPC staƯ tour
 Bourgeois Guitar – Tour

 Weyerhaeuser – MFPC staff field tour
 Biofine FBRI Commercialization Plant – Interested 

parties tour
 Huber Engineered Woods – MFPC staff tour
 Columbia Forest Products – MFPC staff tour
 Maine Woods Company – MFPC staff tour
 Irving Ashland – MFPC staff tour
 Bell Lumber – MFPC staff tour
 Tanbark – MFPC staff tour
 Treeline Sawmill – MFPC staff tour with DECD
 Seven Islands Land Company – NAFO WCI field 

tour
 Maine Wood Concepts/Fletcher’s Mill – Legislative 

tour

 ND Rumford – WMTW interview



MFPC Outreach - Tours 



MFPC Outreach - Tours 



MFPC Outreach - Presentations (14 events with 
12 partners)

• NEFCO – Annual meeting presentation
• MSA – Presentation
• MPGA – Presentation
• IECG Winter Energy Conference– Moderator for energy 

panel
• CLP Banquet – Presentation
• SAM BOD – Executive meeting/presentation
• FRA presentation
• Maine TREE Foundation – presentation
• Maine Conservation Voters – CLT Lunch & Learn
• Wagner Annual Foresters’ Meeting – Presentation
• Sappi Westbrook – Employee Appreciation Day display 
• SAM podcast – EIS discussion
• DACF Finland Delegation – Presentation
• Maine Conservation Voters – Biofuels presentation



MFPC Outreach -  Working groups (10)

• LUPC CLUP – Closely engaged
• AFFIF - Advisory Board
• SBW Taskforce – Participant
• Maine Budworm Response Coalition –

Staff support
• LSOG Working Group – Closely engaged
• LD 1308 Working Group – Participant
• LLUAB ATV meetings – Closely engaged
• MOCA Subdivision Law Review –

Monitoring
• Real Estate Property Tax Taskforce –

Monitoring
• Data Center Taskforce - Monitoring





WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Ferdinand Law



MFPC Member Survey Analysis



Business Income Trends Show Recovery and 
Stabilization (2024-2026)



Consultants & Foresters:  Mixed Outlook in 2026



Sawmills: Mixed Outlook in 2026



Pulp & Paper: Strong Stabilization in 2026



Landowners: Half or More of Landowners 
Report Stable Income in 2025-2026



Market Outlook Becomes More Polarized as 
Neutral Responses Decline



Consultants/Foresters: Market Sentiment Turns 
Negative with Anticipation of Future Challenges



Sawmills: Outlook Improves as Extreme 
Pessimism Eases in 2026



Pulp & Paper: Outlook Reflects Expectations for 
Future Recovery



Landowners: Market Sentiment Improves 
Dramatically in 2026



$159 M+ Invested by MFPC members in 2026
45% of respondents made investments this year



Market Uncertainty and Rising Costs Emerge as 
the Top Business Challenges for 2027



Growth Opportunities Center on Markets, 
Efficiency, and Diversification



Businesses Seek Predictable Policy and 
Industry Support from the 133rd Legislature



Businesses Seek Predictable Policy and 
Industry Support from the 133rd Legislature (cont.)

InsightLegislative HopeEarlier Finding

Respondents want greater 
certainty and predictability.

Regulatory reform was the top 
legislative priority

Regulatory uncertainty was a top 
business challenge

Businesses are looking for direct 
cost reductions.

Tax and employer cost relief were 
requested

Rising costs were a major 
challenge

Energy affordability remains a 
concern.

Energy cost reduction appears as 
a legislative priority

Energy costs were identified as a 
challenge

Workforce policies continue to 
influence business planning.

Labor policy concerns were 
mentioned

Concerns about PFMLA and labor 
regulations

Respondents see government 
policy as influencing future 
growth opportunities.

Pro-business climate ranked 
second overall

Desire for market growth and 
investment



2027 Advocacy Priorities Reflect Industry 
Concerns About Markets, Costs, and Regulation



Members Value MFPC's Advocacy, 
Communication, and Industry Leadership



Members views on sponsorships are mixed with 
45% open to considering sponsorship packages 

Would you prefer that MFPC offer a sponsorship package for events at the beginning of each year, 
or do you prefer ad-hoc sponsorship opportunities?



MFPC honors and remembers those we have lost

Alden Robbins
July 2, 2026



MFPC honors and remembers those we have lost

John Cashwell
November 24, 2025





Hours of Archived Video Available for Members

Thanks to Prof. Adam Daigneault and Hannah Turner
for their help to digitize MFPC’s archives collection!

Scan here to view full 1995
Referendum Presentation



Next BOD meeting – November 12, 2026
All members are welcome!

Thank you for your support!


